Supreme Court Practice Directions (Amendment No. 5 of 2017)

Part I1: GENERAL MATTERS

21. Production of record of hearing

(1) Pursuant to Order 38A, Rule 1 of the Rules of Court, the Registrar hereby directs that
with effect from 1 August 2005, there shall be audio recording of all open Court trials in
actions begun by writs. Such audio recording shall be made using the Digital Transcription
System (DTS) only.

(2) Pursuant to Order 38A, Rule 1(1)(b), tFhe Registrar further directs that in proceedings
where no audio recording is made, the notes of hearing shall be taken down by the Judge,
judicial officer, Justices’ Law Clerk or court officer, whether by hand or through the use of

a computer or electronic device-and—pursuant-to-Order38ARule-1{1){b)-the transcript-of

(3) The provisions of sub-paragraph (1) and (2) are subject to any directions made by the
Judge or judicial officer hearing the matter, or by the Registrar, whether or not upon
application by the parties. Such directions may include the use of alternative means of
producing transcripts.

(4) Where the Court makes such directions under sub-paragraph (3):

(a) the transcript of the notes of hearing shall, pursuant to Order 38A, Rule 1(1)(b),
constitute the official record of hearing; and

(b) the parties shall inform the Registry by letter at least 7 working days before the
scheduled hearing as to the mode by which the proceedings will be recorded.

(5) The costs of engaging a service provider shall be paid by the parties directly to the service
provider.

(6) Requests for copies-ef-therecord-ef-hearing-or certified transcripts of the official record

of hearing shall be made by filing the requisite Request electronic form through the
Electronic Filing Service at least 7 working days before the scheduled hearing-and-Ferm-3

(7) Sub-paragraph (6) shall apply to both civil and criminal proceedings.

22. Use of electronic and other devices



(1) In order to maintain the dignity of Court proceedings, the Honourable the Chief Justice
has directed that, in all hearings in open Court or Chambers before a Judge or Registrar,
video and/or image recording is strictly prohibited.

(2) Additionally, all communications with external parties and audio recording during a
hearing are strictly prohibited without prior approval of the Judge or Registrar hearing the
matter.

(3) Court users are permitted to use notebooks, tablets and other electronic devices to take
notes of evidence and for other purposes pertaining to the proceedings during hearings,
provided that such use does not in any way disrupt or trivialise the proceedings.

(4) The attention of court users is also drawn to section 5 of the Administration of Justice
(Protection) Act 2016 (Act No. 19 of 2016). Order38A-Rule-4-which-states:




Part X111: ELECTRONIC FILING AND SERVICE

108. Filing documents through service bureau

(1) Solicitors and law firms are encouraged file documents through the Electronic Filing
Service. However, in the event that certain documents cannot be filed through the Electronic
Filing Service, solicitors and law firms may file documents through the service bureau.
Litigants in person may also file documents through the service bureau.

(2) The operating hours of the service bureau may be found on the eLitigation’s website at
https://www.elitigation.sg.are-asfoHows:
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http://www.wordwave.com.sg/Supreme_Court_Fee_Schedule
http://www.wordwave.com.sg/Supreme_Court_Fee_Schedule




