Miscellaneous Amendments to the Practice Directions

8. Operating hours of the Supreme Court

(1) The Supreme Court operates from 8.30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. from Monday to Friday.
However, various offices and counters within the Supreme Court have different
operating hours.

(2) The Legal Registry of the Supreme Court (Level 2) is open from 9.00 a.m. to 5.30
p.m. from Monday to Thursday. On Friday, it is open from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. On

Saturday, itis open from 9. OO a.m. to 12 30 p m. S%ﬁepswhwmh%e#eﬁhapdreepy

(3) The Commissioner for Oaths office (Level 3M) is open from 8.30 a.m. to 5.30
p.m. from Monday to Thursday. On Friday, it is open from 8.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. On
Saturday, it is open from 8.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

124. Arrest of ships by the Sheriff

(1) The Sheriff will apply to a Judge for an omnibus order in every case where a ship
or vessel is arrested, giving the Sheriff discretion to take various measures for the
safe and satisfactory custody of the arrested property. The usual terms of the order
are that:

(a) the Sheriff may be at liberty at his discretion at any time to take measures
to preserve the ship/vessel, her machinery and equipment;

(b) the Sheriff may be at liberty at his discretion at any time to move the ship or
vessel within the limits of the port where she is lying under arrest, either for her
own safety or to comply with the requirements of the port authority; and

(c) the costs and expenses incurred in the implementation of the order be
deemed to be part of the Sheriff's expenses and in the event of a sale be paid
first out of the proceeds of sale.

(2) Solicitors representing plaintiffs in admiralty proceedings are required to provide
an undertaking that the Sheriff shall be indemnified and be provided with sufficient
funds as and when required by the Sheriff to meet the charges and expenses that
may be incurred in consequence of their request for the arrest of a vessel. If such an
undertaking is not fulfilled within a reasonable time, the Sheriff may take such steps
as may be necessary to enforce the undertaking against the solicitors concerned.

(3) Upon the arrest of vessel, funds are required immediately to meet the Sheriff's
expenses, such as guard charges, port and garbage dues, and the supply of
minimum victuals, domestic fuel and water to crew members where necessary.
Funds to meet such expenses are not provided for by the Government.

(4) To enable the Sheriff to discharge his duties effectively, upon the arrest of a
vessel, the Sheriff may require the solicitors representing arresting parties are
required to deposit with the Sheriff a sum of between $5,000 to $10,000;-depending
on-the-facts-ofeach-case. Such deposit is in addition to the usual undertaking.




Amendments to the Practice Directions to Introduce the “ADR Offer”

PART IllIIA: Alternative Dispute Resolution

35B. Overview of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) for civil cases

(1) This Part of the Practice Directions applies only to civil cases in the High Court
and the Court of Appeal.

(2) ADR should be considered at the earliest possible stage in order to facilitate the
just, expeditious and economical disposal of civil cases.

(3) The attention of counsel and all parties is drawn to Order 59, Rule 5(c) of the
Rules of Court, which provides that:

The Court in _exercising its discretion as to costs shall, to such extent, if any,
as _may be appropriate in_the circumstances, take into account — ... the
parties' conduct in relation to any attempt at resolving the cause or matter by
mediation or any other means of dispute resolution ...

35C. ADR Offer and Response to ADR Offer

(1) A party who wishes to attempt mediation or any other means of dispute resolution
should file and serve on all relevant parties an ADR Offer in Form 28 of Appendix A
of these Practice Directions.

(2) An ADR Offer may be made by any party at any time of the proceedings and
shall be valid for a period of 14 days after its service.

(3) Within 14 days after service of the ADR Offer, the relevant parties shall file and
serve _a Response to ADR Offer in Form 29 of Appendix A of these Practice
Directions, failing which they shall be deemed to be unwilling to attempt ADR without
providing any reasons.

(4) If all the parties are willing to attempt ADR, directions may be given by the court
in relation to the relevant civil case, including an adjournment of pending
proceedings in court with stipulated timelines for the completion of the ADR process.

(5) In exercising its discretion as to costs, including costs of any claim or issue in
any proceedings or of the entire action, the court may consider all the relevant
circumstances of the case, including the ADR Offer and the Response to ADR Offer.




Form 28: ADR Offer

Case Reference No:

Date :
Details of | Plaintifff Defendant/ Third Party/ Others (please
Applicant(s): state)*

The Applicant(s) are willing to attempt mediation/ neutral evaluation/ others (please

state).*

The Applicant(s) have the following proposals:

Please state proposals, e.g. possible dates for the ADR session, reference to
particular ADR body, appointment of particular ADR practitioner, venue, etc.

* Delete as appropriate

Name of Applicant(s):

Signature of Applicant(s):

Name of Counsel (if

applicable):

Law Firm (if applicable):

Signature of Counsel (if

applicable):




Form 29: Response to ADR Offer

Case Reference No:

Date :
Details of | Plaintifff Defendant/ Third Party/ Others (please
Respondent(s): state)*

The Respondent(s) are willing to attempt mediation/ neutral evaluation/ others
(please state).*

The Respondent(s) are unwilling to attempt mediation/ neutral evaluation/ others
(please state)* for the following reasons:*

Please state detailed reasons for unwillingness to attempt ADR.

The Respondent(s) are willing to accept the following proposals of the Applicant(s):

Please state the proposals of the Applicant(s) being accepted.

The Respondent(s) have the following counter-proposals:

Please state counter-proposals, e.g. possible dates for the ADR session, reference
to particular ADR body, appointment of particular ADR practitioner, venue, etc.

* Delete as appropriate




Name of Respondent(s):

Signature of Respondent(s):

Name of Counsel (if

applicable):

Law Firm (if applicable):

Signature of Counsel (if

applicable):




Amendments to the Practice Directions relating to
electronic applications for practising certificates

136. Electronic_applications for practising certificates Practising—Certificate
I =T

(1) Subject to section 26 of the Legal Profession Act, section 25 of the same requires
all practising solicitors to have in force a valid Practising Certificate issued by the
Registrar, before he does any act in the capacity of an advocate and solicitor. Unless
directed otherwise, with effect from 2 January 2014, all applications for practising
certificates shall be made only through the Practising Certificate Module (PC
Module) of the Integrated Electronic Litigation System (elitigation) Praetising
Certitcate—Electronie—Filing—System—(RC—E-Filing—System)  according to the

procedures set out on the Electronic Filing Service website (www.elitigation.sq)
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(2) Solicitors who do not have access to eLitigation may file an application through
the Service Bureau established pursuant to Order 63A, Rule 4 of the Rules of Court.
Payment for applications made through the Service Bureau must be made by way of
NETS, cashier’s orders, cash or a law firm-issued cheque.

(3) Payment for applications made directly through the PC Module of eLitigation
must be by way of GIRO electronic payment. It is the applicant’'s responsibility to
ensure that the designated bank account has sufficient funds for GIRO electronic
payment of all applicable subscriptions, levies, contributions, fees and charges
(which_may include outstanding amounts due to the Law Society and/or the
Singapore Academy of Law) at the time of the application. The issuance of any
practising certificate is subject to the clearance of funds. Upon notification that a
payment transaction is _unsuccessful, the applicant shall make arrangements to
effect full payment within five (5) working days. At any time before full payment is
made, the applicant shall, immediately upon demand, surrender to the Registrar all
paper copies of any practising certificate issued to him for the practice year for which
payment has not been settled and certify to the Reqistrar that he has destroyed all
electronic copies thereof.

(42) Section 27(3) of the Legal Profession Act requires solicitors to notify the
Registrar and the Council of any changes in particulars submitted in the course of
applying for a practising certificate or with respect to the status of his practising
certificate. This notification shall be made only through the PC Module of

elLitgiationE-FHing-System.

(53) The Registrar may exercise his discretion to issue another practising certificate
to a solicitor after receiving notification of any change of particulars. If the Registrar
subsequently issues another practising certificate, section 26(9)(c) of the Legal
Profession Act provides that the earlier practising certificate will cease to be in force.


http://www.efs.com.sg/










